Muntiacus vaginalis, Nilgiri Langur Semnopithecus johnii, Bonnet Macaque Macaca radiata, Lion-tailed Macaque Macaca silenus, Wild Boar Sus scrofa, Tiger Panthera tigris, Leopard Panthera pardus are present in PTR (Kerala Forest and Wildlife Department 2013) . Certainly, the presence of an abundant population of mammals would lead to highly diverse dung beetle fauna in PTR. Hence a checklist of dung beetles is attempted based on the classification system of Löbl & Smetana (2006) , and Tarasov & Kabakov (2010) . Data generated would provide baseline information on the composition of dung beetle fauna of the PTR and will be useful for comparison with faunal lists from other forests in the moist southern Western Ghats.
Materials and Methods

Study region
The study was carried out at three sites namely, Uppupara, Poonkavanam and Anavachal in the Periyar Tiger Reserve, Thekkady, southern India. Low elevation shola (1200m), evergreen (1,000m) and deciduous forests ( 
Department 2013).
Dung beetles were collected with dung baited pitfall traps during pre-summer, summer and monsoon seasons during the period of 7 April 2009 to 18 November 2011 from the three forest types. Collected beetles were identified to species level using Arrow (1931) and Balthasar (1963) by the authors and were confirmed by comparing with the verified specimens in the collections of St. Joseph's College, Devagiri, Kozhikode. Identified specimens were deposited in the Coleoptera collections of St. Joseph's College, Devagiri, Kozhikode, and in the museum of Zoological Survey of India, Western Ghats Regional Station, Kozhikode. Photographs were taken using Nikon D50 digital camera attached to a trinocular stereo zoom microscope (Labomed ASZ-99TR) (Images 1-36). All species are listed with their valid names, authority, and the year of description, systematically by tribe, genus and subgenus in parenthesis. Species endemic to the Western Ghats are noted with the symbol ' @ '. Reitter, 1892 Reitter, (1893 Péringuey, 1900 Péringuey, (1901 Arrow, 1927a: 456-465; Arrow, 1931: 67; Balthasar, 1935: 52; Haaf, 1955: 341 ff.; Balthasar, 1963, I: 233.
Sisyphus (s.str.) longipes (Olivier, 1789) (Image 35)
Olivier, 1789, Entom. I, 3: 164, Tf. XIX, Fg. 177 (Scarabaeus); Arrow, 1927a: 457; Arrow, 1931: 71; Haaf, 1955: 347, 355; Balthasar, 1963, I: 239-240 (s.str Gory, 1833, Monographie: 14; Arrow, 1927a: 460; Arrow, 1931: 73; Haaf, 1955: 348, 353; Balthasar, 1963, I: 242-243 (s.str Arrow, 1931: 354; Paulian, 1945: 56; Balthasar, 1963, I: 269 (Phacosoma X, No. 27; Péringuey, 1900 Péringuey, (1901 Boucomont and Gillet, 1921:7; Arrow, 1931: 92; Balthasar, 1935: 62; Paulian, 1945: 68; Balthasar, 1963, I: 304.
Catharsius (s.str.) molossus (Linnaéus, 1758) (Image 2)
Linnaéus, 1758, Syst. Nat. Ed. X: 347 (Scarabaeus); Harold, 1877, 44; Boucomont & Gillet, 1921: 8; Arrow, 1931: 94; Balthasar, 1935: 65; Paulian, 1945: 69; Balthasar, 1963, I: 307-309 (s.str Col. No. 27; Reitter, 1892 Reitter, (1893 Péringuey, 1900 Péringuey, (1901 Boucomont and Gillet, 1921: 10; Arrow, 1931: 102; Balthasar, 1933: 263; Balthasar, 1935: 66; Janssens, 1939: 40; Paulian, 1945: 71; Balthasar, 1963, I: 317- II: 208; Gillet, 1911: 290; Arrow, 1931:116; Balthasar, 1933: 272; Balthasar, 1935: 78; 1963, I: 351-352 (s.str Balthasar, 1939a, Redia XXV: 2; Paulian, 1945: 72; Balthasar, 1963, (Copris) Gillet, 1921: 12; Arrow, 1931: 131; Paulian, 1945: 74; Balthasar, 1963, (Copris) , I: 371; Paracopris (Genus) Löbl & Smetana, 2006: 153; Sabu et al. 2011: 32. Distribution: India (Karnataka; Kerala: Mahe, Travancore, Thekkady, Wayanad; Maharashtra; Tamil Nadu: Coimbatore), Laos, Sri Lanka, Vietnam. 'Orbigny, 1898; 127; Péringuey, 1900 Péringuey, (1901 Péringuey, 1908: 565; d'Orbigny, 1913: 17; Boucomont & Gillet, 1921: 27; Arrow, 1931: 141; Portevin, 1931: 39; Porta, 1932: 412; Matsumura, 1936: 61; Paulian, 1945: 81; Balthasar, 1949: 1; Balthasar, 1963 , II: 113. -subg. Caccophilus Jekel, 1872 d'Orbigny, 1898: 130; d'Orbigny, 1913: 21; Balthasar, 1935e: 183; Balthasar, 1949: Arrow, 1931: 142, 148; Balthasar, 1949: 8, 36; Balthasar, 1963 'Oribgny, 1900: 289; Peringuey, 1900 Peringuey, (1901 Peringuey, 1908: 560; Reitter, 1909: 325; Bedel, 1911; 25; d'Oribgny, 1913: 49; 1915: 378 (Suppl.); Boucomont, 1914: 238; Boucomont & Gillet, 1921: 1; Boucomont, 1924a: 669; Arrow, 1930: 159; Portevin, 1931:42; Porta, 1932: 408; Balthasar, 1935d: 303; Savcenko, 1938; 46, 136; Paulian, 1941:66; Paulian, 1945: 85; Endrödi, 1956:94; Tesař, 1957: 127; Balthasar, 1963 , II: 153. -subg. Proagoderus Lansberge, 1883 d'Oribgny, 1913: 493; Boucomont, 1914: 261; Marcus, 1917 Marcus, , A (1919 Marcus, 1920 , D. Ent. Zeitschr: 177, 1921 Balthasar, 1963, II: 158. -Tauronthophagus Shipp, 1895, Entomologist XXVIII: 179.
Onthophagini
-subg. Serrophorus Balthasar, 1935, Fol. Zool. Hydrob. VIII: 306; Paulian, 1945: 86; Balthasar, 1963, II: 160. -subg. Micronthophagus Balthasar, 1935, 1.c.: 306; Paulian 1945 : 86 -subg. Colobonthophagus Balthasar, 1935 Paulian, 1945, 87; Balthasar, 1963 , II: 164. -subg. Paraphanaeomorphus Balthasar, 1959 Balthasar, 1963 4'E, 1,000m, coll. T.R. Shiju. Arrow, 1931, Fauna Brit. India, Lamell. III: 321, 324; Balthasar, 1963, II: 273-274 (s.str) .
Distribution: India (Karnataka; Kerala: Nelliyampathy, Thekkady Wayanad; Tamil Nadu: Anamalai Hills, Nilgiri Hills). Arrow, 1931; 327, 339; Balthasar, 1963 1914: 311; Boucomont & Gillet, 1921: 59, 60; Arrow, 1931: 327, 331; Balthasar, 1935d: 340; Paulian, 1945 : 90,118. Balthasar, 1963 .
Distribution: India (Assam; Arunachal Pradesh; Kerala: Nelliyampathy, Thekkady; Sikkim; Uttarakhand; West Bengal), Myanmar, Tonkin, Sumatra. Boucomont, 1914, Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova XLVI: 228; Boucomont & Gillet, 1921: 58; Arrow, 1931: 328, 353; Balthasar, 1935d: 346; Paulian, 1945: 123; Balthasar, 1963, II: 337-338 4'E, 1,000m, coll. T.R. Shiju. Boucomont, 1914, Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova, XLVI: 220; Arrow, 1931: 327, 334; Balthasar, 1963, II: 342 (s.str) .
Distribution: India (Arunachal Pradesh; Gujarat; Kerala: Nelliyampathy, Thekkady, Wayanad; Tamil Nadu: Madhura, Nilgiri Hills, Anamalai Hills). Arrow, 1931: 310, 311; Balthasar, 1963, II: 347 (s.str) .
Distribution: India (Karnataka; Kerala: Nelliyampathy, Thekkady, Wayanad; Madhya Pradesh; Mumbai; Tamil Nadu: Anaimalai Hills, Madhura, Nilgiri Hills; Uttarakhand; West Bengal). Bates 1891, Entomologist XIV, Suppl.: 11; Arrow, 1931: 270, 273; Balthasar, 1963, II: 360 (s.str) .
Onthophagus
Distribution: India (Assam; Kashmir; Kerala: Boucomont, 1914, Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova XLVI: 233; Arrow, 1931: 252, 255; Balthasar, 1963, II: 401-402 (s.str) .
Distribution: India (Karnataka; Kerala: Nilambur, Thekkady; Tamil Nadu: Anamalai Hills, Nilgiri Hills, Yercaud). Harold, 1880, Not. Leyden Museum II: 194; Harold, 1886, apud Ritsema, Col. Midden Sumatra: 26; Boucomont, 1914: 276; Boucomont & Gillet, 1921; 51; Arrow, 1931; 171; Paulian, 1945: 89, 109; Balthasar, 1963, II: 412-413 (s.str); Kabakov and Yanushev, 1983:160; Ochi, 2003:270; Tarasov & Kabakov, 2010: 25 (Serrophorus) .
Distribution: Borneo, China, India (Kerala: Nelliyampathy, Thekkady, Wayanad; Sikkim; Uttarakhand; West Bengal), Java, Myanmar, Sumatra, Thailand. 4'E, 1,000m, coll. T.R. Shiju. Arrow, 1907, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 7, XIX: 426; Arrow, 1931: 230, 242; -diabolicus Boucomont, 1914: 280; Boucomont & Gillet, 1921: 34, 53; Arrow, 1931: 171, 172; Balthasar, 1963, II: 465 (s.str Arrow, 1907: 421 (male); Boucomont, 1914: 293; Boucomont, 1914a: 228; Boucomont & Gillet, 1921: 55; Arrow, 1931: 229, 233; Balthasar, 1935 d; 342; Paulian, 1945: 90, 119; Balthasar, 1963, II: 498-499 (Serrophorous) ; Kabakov & Yanushev, 1983: 160; Kabakov & Napolov, 1999: 81, (Gibbonthophagus) Arrow, 1931: 263, 266; Balthasar, 1935d: 338; Paulian, 1945: 89, 127 ; Balthasar, 1963, II: 564 (s.str) .
Distribution: India (Karnataka: Nandidrug; Kerala: Thekkady; Maharashtra: Nagpur; Tamil Nadu: Coonoor), Sri Lanka. Arrow, 1931: 327, 329; Balthasar, 1963, II: 569 (s.str) . Distribution: India (Karnataka; Kerala: Mahe, Malabar, Nelliyampathy, Thekkady, Wayanad; Maharashtra; Puducherry; Tamil Nadu: Nilgiri Hills), Sri Lanka. 12'E, 650m, coll. K.V. Vinod. Arrow, 1907, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist. 7, XIX: 428; Boucomont, 1914: 264; Arrow, 1931: 230, 245; Balthasar, 1963, II: 584-585 (Proagoderus 
